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Bailey Bros. and Cristiani Circus 


Written by Hank Fraser, C. H. S. Member 


On Monday, April 11, 1955, the Reverend William Buck, Carlos 
Lamarche, and | visited the Bailey Bros. and Cristiani Circus during 
the afternoon performance at the ball park in Marshall, Texas. Rain 
had fallen for several days prior to our drive from Ruston. It was 
very cloudy and windy during most of the performance, but the clouds 
began to retard and permit the blue sky to show its face near the 
end of the performance 

The Bailey-Cristiani Circus had been on the road only a few weeks 
out of Sarasota winter quarters, and everything was shining. A new 
red and yellow-orange striped side wall or backdrop was used to en- 
close the performance area. The new backdrop featured a blue 
diamond outline with the CBC initiials in the middle. This emblem 
was spaced at regular intervals on the backdrop. There are six 
aluminum center poles that are arranged in a line to support the 
aerial rigging for this very ingenious ball park layout. The back- 
drop and band canopy are placed a number of yards behind the poles 
Three special made aluminum rings are placed in front of the poles; 
the rings make a flashy appearance for the presentation of the acts 
Lucio Cristiani has added a superb bear act that is worked in a stee 
arena with fine props 

One of the most outstanding features from the physical equipment 
standpoint in my opinion is the use of large heavy duty Internationa 
and General Motors cabs. The tractors are painted red and look 
to be in very good condition. The trailers are painted up to the center 
in red with white above and silver tops. The title appears in a very 
modern version of Roman caps and script in red on the upper white 
surface of the trailers. | think these trailers are tops in specia 
constructed circus trailers 

In my opinion the performance is really one that a fan or genera 
spectator would class with the highest hours of enjoyment in the field 
of circusdom. Mrs. Oscar Cristiani has applied her artistic skill to 
the designing of many of the costume creations; they are really one 
of the main centers of attraction on the show. The addition of the 
Cristiani Aerial Bears certainly places the audience in the right cir- 
cus spirit. The act is worked by a young girl who commands the 
large group of bears consisting of several different types. Aerial 
acts, clowns, elephants, performang dogs, and the fine trained ponies 
of Mr. and Mrs. Portis Sims add very much to the performance. The 
renowned Cristiani’s do a fine job with their riding number, and you 
have to look fast to keep up with them. Fred and Ortons Canestrelli 
have a sensational rolley-polley act that will keep you right on the 
very edge of your seat. Mr. Phil Doto and his wonderful organiza- 
tion keeps the music right up to time, He has one of the best bands 
that | have seen for its size. The use of an electric organ blends in 
well with the drums and trumpet pitches that Mr. Doto puts his all 
into. His choice of musical compositions adds much to the per- 
formance. Mr. Milton Robbins does a swell job announcing, and he 
blows in many headliners with the shrill cry of his whistle 
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Two of the acts, a cannon act featuring a girl and a high wire 
number, did not appear in Marshall. These two attractions of the 
Bailey-Cristiani organization were finishing winter dates; they were 
to join the show very soon. | was told that the contracted girl can- 
non act would project her for an exceptionally long flight through 
the air 


As many of you know it is always hard to find the time to visit 
with everyone, but | did have séveral talks with a number of my old 
friends and managed to make several new ones, Among these were 
several members of the Cristiani family—Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Crist- 
ani, Mr. and Mrs. Mogador Cristiani, Mr. Belmonte Cristiani, Mr 
Lucio Cristiani, Mr. Pete Cristiani, and Mr. Daviso Cristiani. Mr. 
Harry Hammond was with the show again this year, and it was nice 
to visit with him again. | also had a pleasant chat with one of the 
masters of circusdom, Mr. Poodles Hannaford. Mr. Hannaford has 
a clown comedy act that really keeps the audience laughing. | had 
talked with Senor Daviso last ye and | enjoyed seeing him again 
hat his famous stallion ‘‘Play Boy’’ had a fancy checker- 
ern worked into his coat just behind the saddle. This de- 
sign must have taken one of his men netime to create. It surely 
did me good to see S Daviso have his boots polished and his 
stallion’s hoofs painted before Senor Daviso’s entry. Everyone c 
tainly takes pride in the neat presentation of the acts 








This will be about all for now, but | do hope that you will make it 
a point to see this show when it plays your town. The members of 
Lucio and Bob Stevens organization are doing a fine job in trying 
to give the public a fine show, and be sure to tell your friends how 
much you enjoyed the circus 


Charlie Duble attended King Bros. Circus in Louisville on April 
21, where a capacity night crowd was on hand. | also met Arnold 
Maley and Floyd King, owners, and a few other friends including 
Tom and Maxine Kennedy. 


Harry Shell of Farmington, Missouri, writes that he has one of the 
two steam calliopes on circus wagons, that are trouping today. (King 
Bros. has the other). He will be in Montpelier, Ohio, on June 23- 
24-25, the Missouri State Fair August 20 to 28th, and the Indiana 
State Fair Sept. 2 to 6th 


Walter H. Gomes, C.H.S. member of Cambridge, Mass., had quite 
a week recently. He watched R. B. unload and set up on a Monday 
at the Boston Garden. Then he saw the show Tuesday and Thursday 
nights and waved good-bye to the train as it disappeared into the 
darkness at 12:30 in the morning of May 16th on its way to Balti- 
more. He hopes to catch it under canvas at Worcester, Mass., or 
Newport, R. | 





THE BANDWAGON 


The Great Fred J. Mack Circus 


Columbus, Ohio, April 18, 1955. The Great Fred J. Mack 3 Ring 
Circus opened here today at the Northern Lights Shopping Center to 
a % afternoon crowd and a full night house 


This new show owned by a group of about twenty Columbus busi- 
nessmen is moving on about 30 units, half of which are show owned 
Around 70 people are with the show. Fred D. Pfening, Jr., CFA, 
CHS, is president of the owning corporation, Public Enterprise, Inc 

The show is presented in a new blue and tangerine 70 with two 
30’s and one 40. The marquee is in matching colors and is also 
new. A grandstand is used with 600 new folding chairs. Music is 
furnished by a hi-fi record player using three turn tables mounted 
in a sound truck 


The midway is flashed with a 30 ft. straight ticket-office wagon, 
similar to the one used on the Tom Mix Circus. It is well lettered 
and has a full sized clown on each side. An animal exhibit is pre- 
sented in the side show. This is operated by R. A. Miller, of the 
Fort Ware Game Farm, and uses a 40 by 60 top, with a 80 foot front 
A ride on the baby elephant is included with the 25c admission. A 
20 by 30 display top and three concession tops fill out the midway 


The show is loaded with good down to earth mud show people 
Chief Keys is boss canvasman and his wife, Tillie, has the cook house 
Orlo Sparton is program director and keeps it moving. George Hubler 
is in the wagon and is concession manager 


The show has two automatic stake drivers and used a farm tractor 
the first few days but this was left in quarters. The pole semi was 
built special and allows the poles to be loaded from the side, rather 
than overhead. The stake drivers are loaded in the back of the 
pole truck, which is a former auto transport. The canvas semi was 
also built special 


Through an advertising tieup with Coca-Cola that company furn- 
ished all masking curtains and end pieces for the reserves. This 
with the blue tent makes a strong flash in the big top 


The show is using window cards and heralds. The herald is being 
printed by R. H. Harvey at Perry, lowa, and is loaded with oldtime 
circus material and is similar to the ones used in the 20’s and 30's 
A number of block ticket sales were made in advance on the Colum- 
bus shopping center stands and this called for three shows a day 
Following the Columbus week the show goes to one day stands on 
a sponsored basis. Frank Bland is the general agent and is about 
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eight weeks ahead. Promotion directors are being used in about 
half of the towns set 

The show is presenting a very strong show for its size. The per- 
formance is running close to one hour and 45 minutes. This may 
be trimmed some on the road. The program and staff follows 


Grand Entry 

Harter’s Dogs, Sparton’s Dogs and Ford’s Dogs 
Clown Number 

Three swinging ladders 

Elephant Banner Walk around 

Riding Dogs, Ford’s Goats, Riding Dogs 
Clowns 

Arlean Duo Perch 

Al Ross Rolly Bolly, Spitzer’s Unicycle 
Miss Frecieen Neck Loop 

Clowns 

Cloud Swing in three rings 
Spartonettes Roman Rings 

Al Ross Comedy Bicycle 

Sparton Trio Wire Act 

Margerete Delise Rolling Globe 





Manage horses in rings one and three 

Mickey King, one arm planges 

Happy Spitzer’s Francis the Mule 

Miss Frankie Lu Woods and Jesse the wonder elephant 





Who Will Be “Miss Circus Week” In 1956? 


On the front cover is a picture of Miss Vicki Carpenter, Holly- 
wood CCC model, as Miss Circus Week for 1955. With her is Mr 
Richard Arcand, President of the Circus Clown Club of America 


A contest will be held to elect Miss Circus Week of 1956. Mem- 
bers of the C. H. S. will be eligible to enter. Think now about whom 
you would like to have elected Miss Circus Week of 1956 


The Circus Clown Club has suggested that a national convention 
be held in 1956 in New York State combined with the national con- 
vention of the Circus Historical Society. This sounds like a fine 
idea, and we would like to have your reaction to the suggestion 
Write to Bette Leonard or Bob King and tell them what you think 
of the idea 
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18 Miles From Boston, Sudbury Girl, 12, 
Hunted by Police, Found at Circus 


Sent in by Walter Gomes, C. H. S. Member 


State troopers all through New England were looking for Janice 
St. Germain last night and all the time she was at the circus 

Janice, who is 12, left home in Sudbury yesterday without telling 
anyone 

She was gone all night, until a railroad police officer spotted her 
sitting in the waiting room at North Station at 3 a.m. today 

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur St. Germain, hurried in town 
from their home on Hudson road 

Janice said that she was playing with some chums on a highway 
near her home about 6 yesterday afternoon and began thinking a- 
bout the circus in Boston 

A man who knew her drove by, and she asked for a ride to Boston 

The driver brought her in town. Although her funds totalled 10 
cents, she got into the circus 

Coming out, Janice decided to puzzle out some way of getting 
home 


She was nodding sleepily on the bench in the waiting room when 


officer Gennaro Lambo saw her 
The story quickly came out, and Janice’s parents were notified 
Police Chief John McGovern of Sudbury had organized a wide- 
spread search when he received report last night that the girl had 
been picked up by a motorist 


WINTER QUARTERS IN HUGO 


Hank Fraser, C. H. S. member of Ruston, Louisiana, was invited 
by his friend Mr. Hardy A. O’Neal to go to Hugo, Oklahoma, to visit 
with Mr. Bill Woodcock in March of this year. They spent some time 
going over Bill’s very fine collection of circus material 

At the Kelly-Miller Winter Quarters, activities were not yet in full 
swing but they were painting, building frames for cage trucks and 
working on new poles. The quarters were full of animals. There 
were around fifteen bulls in the barn 

““Buckles’’ Woodcock took them on a tour of the cat barn. Several 
other types of animals were also stored in the barn. ‘’Buckles’’ is 
expecting a call from Uncle Sam at any moment 

The George W. Cole (the old Cole & Walters Circus) and Ted Car- 
son Circuses also stay in Hugo during the winter. Mr. Woodcock 
took us down to the Cole shop where a new Rhino Walk Through 
Show was being constructed on a truck. The Cole shop is located 
in a vacant building in the downtown area. The banners were also 
being painted. The Ted Carson Circus equipment is located a few 
blocks from town. This is not a very large circus, and it does not 
play large towns. 








Robbins Bros. Circus, 1938 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 
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The Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto Circus now presenting Ringling-Barnum Feature 
was a real thorn in most places, especially in Florida where a real old time billing 
war took place in many citie Barnes-Flot waited’’ Robbir n y stands in 
cluding Atlanta 


A two day stand at Atlanta, Oct 
the biggest of the Southern tour of 
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OLD TROUPER DIES 


Hank Lachance, known to circus people as Hank Norris died in 
Wilmington, Ohio, on May 14, 1955. He was on the Norris & Rowe, 
Hagenbeck Wallace and other shows. Burial was in Wilmington 
He was by birth a French-Canadian and was a veteran of the English 
Army in the First World War 


The Circus Historical Society sent flowers 





CIRCUS LOVER DIES 


Mr. Norman Lawrence, died in his hometown of Natchez, Mis- 
sissippi on December 16, 1954. He had always been interested in 
the circus and was a member of the Circus Model Builders. He 
brought the Big One to Natchez in November before he died, that 
had been his one ambition and his friends were glad that he had 
completed. He was a member of the Elks Club and chairman of the 
circus committee for the organization 
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Ce Hs 3: 
CONVENTION 


PLANS ARE GOING FORWARD FOR THE 1955 
CONVENTION. 


WE HAD HOPED TO TELL YOU ALL ABOUT IT 
ON THIS PAGE — HOWEVER, WE HAVE HAD 
TO HOLD OFF A FEW DAYS. 


THE INFORMATION WILL COME TO YOU VERY 
SOON. WATCH FOR IT! 


PLAN TO ATTEND THE 
1955 
C. H. S$. CONVENTION 











‘Animals Have Tales” 


By Fred Bailey Thompson 


NOW IN ITS FIFTH PRINTING 


THIS DELIGHTFUL BOOK IS NOW AVAILABLE IN 
BOOK STORES 


Written by a man who knows his Circus 


HERE’S WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT ‘’ANIMALS 
HAVE TALES” 


“It's a pretty come-off when a full-grown newspaper column- 
ist sits down on a busy day and starts reading about Elephants 
Monkeys, Baby Gorillas, performing s, famous Lion train 
ers, talking Horses and world fam« wns | had no in- 
tention of being trapped like this but when | started reading 
“Animals Have Tales’” | just could not put it down. It is 
truly a Circus Classic. —Celestine Sibley in Atlanta Consti- 
tution 


"Circus Man’s Animal Tales Delightful Book. Clowns and 
animals. What fond recollections of the circus they recall 
Todays streamlined ‘Big Top’’ has changed but the funny 
fellows and the animals, from the smallest monkey to the 
biggest elephant continue as the main attractions. ‘‘Animals 
Have Tales’’ a most delightful book worthy of everyones 
taste.’ Sam Lucchese, Atlanta Journal Sunday Book Re- 
view 


Send Your Order Enclosing $2.00 for Personally 
Autographed Copy to 
FRED BAILEY THOMPSON 
CLARKSTON, GA 
“Animals Have Tales” will be sent postpaid promptly 


or 


Buy from your favorite Book Store 


MEMBER CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 














